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Dr. Carlvle was among the guests at Palkeith House,
and in his autobiography takes some credit to himself
for the success of the proceeding?. "Adam Smith/ he
says, ** was but ill qualified to promote the jollity of u
birthday/' and but for Carlyle's exertions the meeting
might have been dissolved without even drinking the
proper toasts. His conclusion is that the Duke and
Duchess should have brought down a man of "more
address," and he leaves little doubt as to v, ho that man
should have been Incidental!}- Dr. Carlyle has to
admit that the new Duke prove* 1 a great credit to his
tutor. The Buccleueh family had always been good
landlords, but Duke Henry "surpassed them all as
much in justice and humanity as he did in superiority
of understanding and good sense/7 Lord Brougham
relates a story which illustrates what Carlyle meant by
"want of address/5 On one occasion, during dinner at
Dalkeith, our philosopher broke out into a discourse on
some political matters of the day, and was bestowing a
variety of severe epithets on a certain statesman, when
he suddenly perceived the statesman's nearest relative
sitting opposite, and stopped; but he was heard to
mutter, " Deil care, deil care, it *s all true 1"

After two months at Dalkeith he returned to his
mother and his studies, and remained for the next six
years, so far as we know, uninterruptedly at Kirk-
caldy, save for an occasional visit to Edinburgh, whither
he was constantly and with much importunity invited
by his friend Hume. Dugald Stewart remarks that
this retirement "formed a striking contrast to the
unsettled mode of life he had been for some time
accustomed to, but was so congenial to his natural dis-
position, and to his first habits, that it was with the